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About the National Diet Library (NDL)
*Statistics for FY 2024

Providing library services for the National 

Diet while overseeing the operation of 

three facilities.

Storage capacity:
4.5 million in the Main Building

7.5 million in the Annex

Reading space:
1,433 seats in 18,983 m² of floor space

TheTokyoMainLibrary Serving as the base of operations for all 

remote library services as well as providing 

on-site library services for the general public.

Storage capacity:
6 million in the Main Building

5 million in the Stack Building

Reading space:
359 seats in 4,265 m² of floor space

TheKansai-kan A library specializing in children’s literature.

Storage capacity:
400,000 in the Brick Building

650,000 in the Arch Building

Reading space:
143 seats in 2,054 m² of floor space

TheInternational 
LibraryofChildren's 

Literature

3,645 TB
Websites

617,000
new materials 

acquired each year

61,000
materials repaired 

each year

4.46 million

materials digitized

13.62 million

bibliographic records

15.15 million

records in our Japanese 

periodicals index

1.46 million
NDL Authorities

15.3 billion

files collected from 

websites

1.60 million

online publications 

collected

121 different

databases available on 

site

Acquiring, 

cataloging, and 

preserving 

materials and 

information

We acquire, catalog, and 

preserve as well as 

digitize materials from

Japan and abroad.

48.11 million
materials acquired via legal 

deposit, purchase, or 

donation
Books/Magazines/

Newspapers/CDs, DVDs, etc.

Supporting 

the National 

Diet

Providing 

access to 

information 

resources

The NDL provides reliable research and

analysis on national policy issues as well

as other prompt and accurate 

information services that support the 

activities of the National Diet. Additionally,

we make information about the National

Diet available to the general public via the

Internet, thereby helping to connect the 

Diet with the people it represents.

Research and 

analysis
33,000

cases per year

Minutes of the Diet 

Database
23 million

searches per year

Weprovide access via the Internet as well 

as at local libraries through remote 

services for searching, browsing,

photocopying, and acquiring information.

Wealso provide browsing, photocopying,

and reference services for patrons at our 

facilities.

43 million

pageviews per year

Access to digital 

materials

670,000
persons per year

Onsite patrons

Weprovide useful access to knowledge

and culture for all people through our

tie-ins with a wide variety of affiliated 

institutions, both in Japan and abroad.

Data linkage with 1,160
institutions

128
times per year

Training programs 
for librarians and 
others are held

Tie-ins with 

other 

institutions



◼ Japan Search
National platform for promoting the use 

of digital resources

• publications at libraries 
• artwork and other cultural assets at museums
• official documents at archives
• academic resources in fields such as the 

humanities and natural history
• TV programs and movies 

What is Japan Search?
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◼National Initiative
managed by a committee with a secretariat of Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters 

in the Cabinet Office

• system development and operation as well as collaborative practices handled by the NDL

Japan Search Official X (＠jpsearch_go)
https://x.com/jpsearch_go

Japan Search Official YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSK72iSEQMzEcu8BWLEFzPQ

Japan Search Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/jpsearchgo/

Japan Search Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/japansearch_go/

https://x.com/jpsearch_go
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSK72iSEQMzEcu8BWLEFzPQ
https://www.facebook.com/jpsearchgo/
https://www.instagram.com/japansearch_go/
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Search Results

in Japan Search

Keyword:
Mount Fuji (富士山)



Aggregators

Users
Local residents, businessmen, 
students, researchers ･･･

New BusinessEducation

Regional Revitalization

・Aggregate and standardize metadata, provide 

a portal in their domains or regions

・Guarantee long-term access

・Create metadata and digital content

Partners via aggregators, data providers:

Libraries, museums, archives, industry, Japanese national and local governments

Japan Search Linking Model

Content Holders

Books Broadcast
Programs

Local
Heritage

Official 
Documents

Cultural
Properties etc.

・Aggregate metadata and provide it 

for use

・Provide thumbnail and preview images 

for viewing and link to digital content

Virtuous Cycle of 

Data/Content

Production

Flow of sharing metadata

Flow of sharing digital content

etc.
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Platform

What is Japan Search?



31 million metadata records from

284 databases of 60 aggregators
National as well as municipal institutions, universities, etc.（as of October 2025）

List of organizations: https://jpsearch.go.jp/organization?from=0

List of databases: https://jpsearch.go.jp/database?from=0

Japan Search Partners
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What is Japan Search?

https://jpsearch.go.jp/organization?from=0
https://jpsearch.go.jp/database?from=0


Image Search

Cross Search

Search Functions

Search similar images

Search images by phrases

Searching for digital content 

in a variety of ways
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Functions

Search all databases with keywords
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Gallery

Search galleries on the gallery‘s main page
by season, people, map, keyword, etc..

Functions

An online exhibition introducing content
with digital images, captions, and descriptive information on 

more than 500 subjects
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My Note, My Gallery

My Note: Adding an item to notes in your favorites list

My Gallery: Creating your own online gallery by combining 

various customizable parts, such as images, text, timeline, etc..

My Note

My Gallery

Functions

Image list part

location list part

annotated image part

timeline part



Use Cases

“I tried it on Japan Search!”
（JAPAN SEARCH YouTube Channel）
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4K

TWzfKoHLG9NwLLwD_DqrBg46mVWwxC
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I tried Edo-period recipes!

I tried a retro hairstyle!

“[Using Japan Search in the classroom] 

Workshop on creating educational 

materials from digital archives” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGLY-

bYjmaM

“Exploring The Tale of Genji: Insights 

from Tokyo Gakugei University Library's 

Educational Collection”
https://jpsearch.go.jp/gallery/u_gakugei-genji

Using content on Japan Search for 

education, event, creation, etc..

Functions

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4KTWzfKoHLG9NwLLwD_DqrBg46mVWwxC
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4KTWzfKoHLG9NwLLwD_DqrBg46mVWwxC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGLY-bYjmaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGLY-bYjmaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGLY-bYjmaM
https://jpsearch.go.jp/gallery/u_gakugei-genji
https://jpsearch.go.jp/gallery/u_gakugei-genji
https://jpsearch.go.jp/gallery/u_gakugei-genji


Next Strategy

⚫ A new five-year strategy starting in FY2026 was announced in May.

⚫ It continues the mission of creating a society in which digital archives are part of everyday life. 

⚫ It goes beyond the original Japan Search strategy by expanding to nationwide strategy for 

promoting digital archives.

⚫ Core archival institutions are expected to take the lead in the development of digital archives 

for their respective fields while positioning Japan Search as the main platform. The National 

Diet Library is the lead institution for books and related materials.
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August 2020 Official release of Japan Search

September 2021 “Japan Search Strategy 2021-2025” was published

April 2022 “Japan Search Action Plan 2021-2025” was published

May 2025 ”Digital Archive Strategy 2026-2030” was published

https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/pdf/archive_2026-2030.pdf

Future Plans

Overview of Japan Search’s related strategies 

https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/pdf/archive_2026-2030.pdf
https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/pdf/archive_2026-2030.pdf
https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/pdf/archive_2026-2030.pdf
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