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Children's books link the world and open up the future.

About the ILCL

The International Library of Children's Literature (ILCL), a branch of the National Diet
Librar y (NDL), is a national librar y dedicated to children's book s, which provides
internationally linked library services for children's literature published in Japan and
abroad. Founded in January 2000, the ILCL opened to the public partially in the following
May and started full services in May 2002. Based on the philosophy "Children's books link
the world and open up the future!" the ILCL ser ves the three basic roles: a librar y
dedicated to children's books, a place where children encounter books, and a museum of
children's books.
In addition, based on its "Support Plan for the Promotion of Children's Reading Activities
2015," the ILCL will increase efforts to promote children's reading activities in continuous
cooperation with related organizations, through the following four programs: (1) providing
information on children's reading, (2) developing human resources and building networks,
(3) ILCL's practices and (4) providing information by using our materials, etc..

1. Role as a library dedicated to children's books
The ILCL collects, preserves and makes available a wide range of Japanese and foreign children's
books and related materials. By conducting surveys and research and providing professional
training and information, it also supports a variety of programs related to children's books and
reading.

Providing information by using our materials

1. Acquisition and Preservation of Materials

Domestic materials
As a branch of the NDL dedicated to children's literature, the ILCL maintains an extensive
collection of children's books (defined as materials intended primarily for users aged up to 18
years) published in Japan, based on the legal deposit system, under which publishers are required
by law to furnish a copy of every new publication to the NDL. Since FY 2002, the ILCL has also
collected school textbooks. Materials are also digitized for purposes of preservation and digital
library service.
Foreign materials
The ILCL houses children's books and related resources which it acquires from about 160 countries
and regions through purchases, international exchanges and donations.
Special Materials and Collections
Nobumasa Ikeda Collection
Winnington-Ingram Collection
Children's Book Collection of the Gordon W. Prange Collection
(available in the NDL Digital Collections)

2. On-site Services

On-site reading, copying and reference services of children's books and related materials are
available (We do not provide loan services for individual users.).
Domestic and foreign materials related to promoting and supporting children's reading activities
are available on the open shelves in the Researchers’ Reading Room.

3. Remote Services

Remote photoduplication service
Copies of the ILCL collections can be requested via the NDL Online or by post, and can be
received by post.
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Reference service
We answer inquiries regarding children's books and related materials which can be made
through the online Reference Request Form or phone. Samples of reference inquiries answered
by the ILCL are made available on the Collaborative Reference Database.
http://crd.ndl.go.jp/en/library/index.html
Interlibrary loan service
Users can apply for an interlibrary loan service of the ILCL collections via local public libraries
(There are limitations on the usage of materials.).

4. Digital Library Services
NDL Online
Materials in the ILCL can be located using this system which enables searches for materials held
by the NDL. Outlines of some children's books are available on their bibliographic information
pages. https://ndlonline.ndl.go.jp/
NDL Search ("Union Catalog Database of Children's Literature" is included.)
By this service, collections and digital materials owned by domestic libraries including the NDL,
museums, archives and academic institutions can be searched at the same time and in various
ways. http://iss.ndl.go.jp/?locale=en
RESEARCH NAVI (mainly in Japanese)
This system navigates users to information on children's books, children's reading and related
subjects. http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/rnavi/english.php
NDL Digital Collections
In this database, users can search and read various digitized materials held by the NDL. Part of
the children's books and magazines are included. Materials whose copyright has expired are
available via the Internet. Materials which are out-of-print or otherwise difficult to obtain are
accessible from public or university libraries which have applied for the NDL’s Digitized Contents
Transmission Service. http://dl.ndl.go.jp/?_lang=en
National Diet Library Kids' Page/ILCL Online Public Access Catalog for Kids
(both in Japanese)
NDL Kids' Page is designed mainly for elementary school children and provides child-friendly
information about libraries including NDL, ILCL or other libraries, and information useful for
search.
Using ILCL OPAC for Kids, users can search materials in the ILCL.

Providing information on children's reading
We update the ILCL website and provide easy-to-understand information on children's books and
children's reading activities, and distribute newsletters via email to subscribers.
Promotion of children's reading activities
http://www.kodomo.go.jp/english/promotion/index.html
Newsletters via email (in Japanese)
http://www.kodomo.go.jp/about/mailmagazine/index.html
Promotion of children's
Newsletters via email
reading activities

Developing human resources and building networks
(1) We provide personnel in charge of services for children with introductions to case studies and
opportunities to exchange information.
(2) We hold lectures on children's literature in order to cultivate knowledge on children's books.
(3) We dispatch our staff to training programs in order to introduce children's books and services for
children provided by the ILCL. http://www.kodomo.go.jp/english/training/index.htm
(4) We conduct basic surveys on the publishing of children's books and research studies into the
promotion of reading activities.
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2. Role as a place where children encounter books
By making available Japanese and foreign children's books, holding events, tours and practice
programs, the ILCL offers every child the opportunity to become familiar with libraries and reading.

Activities at the ILCL
1. Rooms for children
ILCL houses rooms for children of / under elementary school age and the Teens' Research Room
for adolescents of junior high / high school age.

2. Events
We hold nursery rhyme and picture book reading for babies and toddlers, and story hour for
children.

3. Tours and research practice programs

We hold different kinds of library tours according to the age of participants, and research practice
programs as an opportunity for children to experience research activities.

Research practice
program

Research practice program

Story Hour for
Babies and
Toddlers

Story Hour for Babies and Toddlers

Story Hour for Children

Special event for children in winter

3

3. Role as a museum of children's books
The ILCL introduces the general public to the appeal of children's books through exhibitions and
related lectures and events.

Providing information by using our materials, etc.
1. Exhibitions
As an opportunity to encounter the appeal of children's books and to get familiar to them, we
hold exhibitions at the Museum, the Gallery of Children's Literature and also at other rooms,
providing their book lists.
Book lists of past exhibitions (in Japanese)
http://www.kodomo.go.jp/event/exhibition/backnumber.html
Book lists of past small exhibitions at the Researchers' Reading Room (in Japanese)
http://www.kodomo.go.jp/event/exhibition/data.html
Book lists of past small exhibitions at the Children's Library and Meet the World (in Japanese)
http://www.kodomo.go.jp/use/room/childroom/month.html

Gallery of Children's Literature

Museum

2. Digital Exhibitions
Each exhibition is organized thematically, using digital images combined with commentaries, which
are provided through the Internet.
■ Picture Book Gallery
■ The 100th anniversary of the former Imperial Library building( in Japanese)
■ Children's Books Going Overseas from Japan
■ Children's Books in the Victorian Era : from the Winnington-Ingram Collection
■ Japanese Children's Literature: A history from the International Library of the Children's
Literature Collections
■ A Teenager's Encyclopedia of the History of Japan during the late Edo and Meiji Periods
( in Japanese)

Digital Exhibitions

Lectures

3. Events
Lectures and various events on children's literature are held.
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Cooperation with other institutions
The ILCL cooperates with related institutions in
and out of Japan.
1.Participation in international conferences
The ILCL participates in international conferences
such as IFLA General Conference and Assembly, IBBY
International Congress, etc..

2.Exhibitions and events in cooperation with
other institutions
The ILCL holds exhibitions and lecture meetings in
cooperation with the Japanese Board on Books for
Young People (JBBY), Japan P.E.N. Club, etc..
<Past exhibitions and events >

“Picture books and music for children” in
cooperation with the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan

http://www.kodomo.go.jp/english/event/exhibition/past_exb.html
http://www.kodomo.go.jp/english/event/past_evt.html

3.Cooperation with cultural facilities in Ueno

The ILCL holds various events in cooperation with
cultural facilities in Ueno.
“Museum Open House to Teachers” at the
National Museum of Nature and Science

History
From the Imperial Library
to the International Library of Children's Literature
This western, Renaissance-style building of the Meiji era, designated as a historic building by
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, was first constructed in 1906 as the Imperial Library.
In 1929 (Showa era), some additional construction work was done.
After World War II, the Imperial Library ceased to exist, and in 1947, it was renamed the
National Library. In 1948, the National Diet Library was established, and this library
was reorganized as its branch in 1949.
In 2000, the building was reborn as the International Library of Children's Literature (ILCL).

Chronology
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Nov. 1995

Report of the investigation committee on establishing a new facility of the
NDL facility to provide children’s books and others submitted

May. 1996

“Basic Plan of the International Library of Children’s Literature ( I LCL)”
formulated

J an. 2000

ILCL officially founded

May. 2000

ILCL partly opened to the public ( Phase I )

May. 2002

ILCL fully opened

Mar. 2011

“Second Basic Plan for the ILCL” formulated

Sep. 2015

Arch Building opened

Mar. 2016

ILCL fully renewed

The ILCL in Numbers

(from April 2016 to March 2017)
( as of March 31, 2017 )

I LCL Collection
Statistics

Japanese books (Volumes)

291,240

Foreign books (Volumes)

100,649

Japanese magazines (titles)
Foreign magazines (titles)

Days open
Number of visitors

121,790
Under 15 years old

6,216
Document reference

119

Telephone reference

1,977

Under 18 years old
Onsite reference
Under 18 years old
Mutual lending among branch libraries
Interlibrary loan

Building

3
14,760
1,509
38
228

Book-sets lending service for school libraries

9,804

Exhibit-sets lending service

1,312

Guided Tour
Website Access

28,125
24,534

Photoduplication

Lending service

185
285

Circulation

Reference services

1,733

276
Top page (Japanese and English)

326,735

Ground floor

7,733 square meters

Brick Building Total floor area

6,671 square meters

Stack capacity

0.4 million volumes

Arch Building Total floor area

6,090 square meters

Stack capacity

0.65million volumes
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Brick Building

Arch Building

The original Imperial Library building
dates from 1906 and was enlarged in 1929. As a leading
example of Renaissance-style Western architecture from the
Meiji Era (1868-1912), it has been designated a selected historic
structure by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

Across the courtyard from the Brick
Building, the Arch Building was completed in 2015. The
building is shaped in a gentle arc.

Children's Library

Hall

Meet the World

T h i s room
provides children with materials on
the geography, history, and
folklore of various countries and
regions. Picture books and story
books in foreign languages are also
available.
/Brick Building 3F

Museum

Story Hour Room

Grand Staircase

Gallery of Children's Literature

Common Room

Teens' Research Room

Researchers' Reading Room

This reading room, mainly for
children up to elementary school
age, contains children's books
published in Japan. Small themed
exhibitions are also held according to
seasons.
/Brick Building 1F

Concerts, an exhibition introducing
the ILCL and other events are held
here.
/Brick Building 3F

Exhibitions of children's literature are
/Brick Building 3F
held here.

The staircase rails, thick wooden
doors and chandelier conveying
the flavor of the Meiji Era can be
seen.
/Brick Building

Story hour for children and nursery
rhyme and picture book readings
are held here. /Brick Building 1F

Materials which demonstrate the
history of Japanese children's
books from the Meiji Era to the
present are exhibited.
/Brick Building 2F

This is a room for resting, eating
and nursing.
/Brick Building 1F

This is the primary access point for
researchers seeking to use the
children's literature collection of the
ILCL. Users are required to fill in the
application form to access this
room and to use materials stored
in the closed stacks.
/Arch Building 2F

Materials mainly useful for teens'
research, and assistance with
research-oriented learning, are
available here. A research practice
program for teenagers is also
provided (advance reservation).
/Brick Building 2F

International Library of Children’s Literature
International Library
of Children’s Literature

12- 49 Ueno Park, Taito-ku.Tokyo 110-0007, Japan
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Tokyo National Museum
Tokyo University
of the Arts
Tokyo Metropolitan
Art Museum

Tokyo Bunka Kaikan

Park Exit

National Museum
of Western Art

+81-3-3827-2053

F a x

+81-3-3827-2043

TelephoneGuide

+81-3-3827-2069

Web s i t e
Ueno

Ueno Zoological
Gardens

fountain

National Museum
of Nature and
Science

T e l

http://www.kodomo.go.jp/english/

Newsletters via email

To subscribe,visit the website

Hours

9:30a.m.-5:00p.m.

Closed

Mondays, National holidays(except Children’s Day on May5)
Year-end and New Year holidays
Third Wednesdays of the month(for refiling)
10minutes’ walk from JR Ueno Station(Park Exit) or
JR Uguisudani Station(South Exit)

Location

National Diet Library International Library of Children’s Literature March 2018

